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The U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) provides a full range of real estate services for federal government agencies. These include real estate acquisition and disposal, property management, construction and repairs, security services, information technology, telecommunications services, and overall portfolio management. In the agency’s National Capital Region (NCR), the real estate portfolio consists of 96 million rentable square feet, comprising 53 million rentable square feet of leased space and 43 million rentable square feet of owned space in Washington, DC, and the surrounding metropolitan area.

Nationwide, GSA’s real estate business provides work environments for more than one million federal employees. Since 1949, the agency’s Public Buildings Service (PBS) has served as a builder, developer, lessor, and manager of federally owned and leased properties, currently totaling 347 million rentable square feet in 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. 

GSA Pioneers in Environmentally Sustainable Landscape Practices
GSA’s National Capital Region (NCR) designs and maintains more than 100 federally owned landscape sites in the Washington metropolitan area.  These sites fill a variety of purposes, including providing attractive entryways and settings for federal buildings, incorporating perimeter security barriers, and enhancing playgrounds at child care centers.  They also provide GSA with abundant opportunities to develop, demonstrate, and promote sustainable landscaping practices.
“Our region’s landscape management and design program is a national leader in finding innovative ways to provide low impact development landscapes,” commented Tony Reed, NCR Regional Administrator.  “Our practices reduce waste, minimize use of pesticides, conserve water, and sharply curtail pollution so that we enhance our environment and reduce operating costs.”
The process begins during the design of a landscaped area.  GSA emphasizes utilizing a variety of landscape materials in order to minimize reliance on turf, which requires more chemicals and energy to maintain.  Perennials and colorful shrubs are favored over annuals, thereby eliminating recurring purchases and maintenance, as are species that can tolerate drought and are pest resistant.  Maintenance costs are further reduced by choosing materials that do not require extensive trimming and shaping.
For larger sites, GSA is designing and installing high-efficiency irrigation systems.  This allows the delivery of precisely targeted, minimal amounts of water.  These systems deliver water according to need, based on weather information downloaded every day.  For sites that are prone to erosion, retaining walls are added and soil-binding types of groundcover are planted to reduce runoff.  At one demonstration site, GSA is irrigating with the use of rainwater collected in cisterns.

Ongoing maintenance activities are also being made more sustainable.  After completing a successful pilot program last year, GSA is now utilizing 100% organic pelletized poultry manure as fertilizer for turf and ornamental beds.  The manure is obtained from poultry farms in the Chesapeake Bay watershed, thereby further reducing polluted runoff into that threatened body of water.  During the annual application this year, a total of 80 tons was used.
GSA’s regional landscaping contract requires the composting of all yard waste generated on federally owned sites.  In FY 2007, 330 tons were composted.  GSA also has reduced pesticide use by 89% since 1995, from 33,000 gallons to 3,700 gallons per year.  An integrated pest management program is in place, and NCR was the first GSA region in the country to ban the use of 2.4-D herbicides and organophosphate insecticides
The GSA landscaping program has earned various awards over the past decade, including the Landscape Contractors’ Association Grand Award, commercial landscape installation category, for 1999, 2000, 2005, 2006, and 2007.  
On October 17, 2007, GSA received the first ever Rain Leader Award from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for an innovative low impact demonstration project in one of the courtyards at EPA headquarters in the Federal Triangle, in Washington, DC.  GSA and EPA partnered to develop this project, converting an area that had been used as a staging area for a major construction project into a beautifully landscaped garden.  This is part of an ongoing effort with EPA at its headquarters complex that includes a rain garden, permeable pavers to absorb runoff, landscape furnishings made of recycled materials, natural soil supplements to maintain aeration, use of cisterns to supplement the irrigation water supply, and solar lighting.

NCR’s sustainable landscape program is managed by a small staff of GSA horticulturists and approximately $3 million per year in contract services.  The staff work with contractors in a collaborative fashion.  The next contract solicitation will be going out within six months.

“It is truly amazing what can be achieved by employing common sense ideas in our landscaping program,” commented NCR Assistant Regional Administrator Bart Bush.  “We are helping make our workspace more attractive, enhancing the overall beauty of this magnificent region, and helping address intractable environmental problems.”  
Landscape management is but one of many efforts that GSA is undertaking to improve the environment.  The National Capital Region now has two Gold-rated office developments under the Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design program of the U.S. Green Building Council, one owned and one leased.  Four of the newest buildings in the NCR inventory have green roofs, with a total of more than 300,000 square feet of surface area.  GSA is cleaning up and developing brownfield sites, such as the new headquarters for the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives.  The Federal Acquisition Service maintains multiple schedules of products and services that are certified as environmentally sustainable.  And GSA will play a major role in assisting its federal tenants meet the ambitious energy conservation goals established last year by Executive Order and legislative action.
Additional information about GSA’s environmental programs can be accessed at www.gsa.gov, by clicking on Buildings and then on Environment Program.  
For more information, contact Michael McGill, Public Buildings Service, GSA National Capital Region, 202/708-5891, michael.mcgill@gsa.gov.
